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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEM!?:NT
We make Indiana a cleaner, healthier place to live.

Joseph E. Kernan Northwest Regional Office

Governor 8315 Virginia Street, Suite |
Merrillville, Indiana 46410-9201

Lori F. Kaplan (219) 757-0265

Commissioner (888) 209-8892 Toll Free

(219) 7570267 Fax

September 16, 2004 www.IN.gov/idem

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL. 7002 0510 0004 0439 9112

Mr. Tim Brown, Cedar Lake Town Administrator
Town of Cedar Lake

7408 Constitution Avenue

P.O. Box 707

Cedar Lake, IN 46303

Re: Inspection Summary/Violation Letter
Town of Cedar Lake
Cedar Lake, Lake County

. Dear Mr. Brown:

‘On July 7 and July 9, 2004, a representative of the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management, Northwest Regional Office, conducted a complaint investigation of the intersection of 149™
Street and Reeder Road, located at Cedar Lake, Indiana. This investigation was conducted pursuant to IC
13-14-2-2. For your information, and in accordance with IC 13-14-5, a summary of the inspection is

_ provided below:
Type of Inspection: X Complaint Investigation
Results of Inspection: ___ Violations were observed but corrected during the inspection.
X Violations were observed.
_ Violations were observed and will be referred to the Office of
Enforcement.

Over the course of the investigation, it was noted that the Town of Cedar Lake failed to notify the
Spill line concerning a spill to the waters of the state. This is a violation of 327 IAC 2-6.1-7.

Within thirty(30) days of receipt of this letter, a written detailed explanation, documenting
compliance with each of the requirements listed above, must be submitted to this office. Failure to respond
adequately to this Violation Letter may result in a referral to IDEM’s Office of Enforcement. Please direct
any response to this letter and any questions to Nick Ream at (219) 575-0265. Thank you for your

attention to this matter.
Sﬁ' cerely, Z l

Rick Roudebush, Inspections Section Chief
Compliance Branch
Office of Water Quality

Recycled Paper @ ‘ An Equal Opportunity Employer Please Recycle QY
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NPDES FACILITY VERIFICATION OF INSPECTION
State Form 47989(R3/12-02)
INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Facility and Inspection Information
NPDES Permit #: - Facility Type Code: ’

0 1 =Municipality 0 2 = Industry/Semi-Public D 3 = Agricuitural 0 4 = State/Federal
IJ A/ . 0O Major O Minor . ’

This is to verify that on J‘)'7 /@q / 0‘/ (MM/DD/YY) an inspection of the specified facility was conducted by the undersigned
representative of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, Office of Water Quality.

TYPE OF INSPECTION:

—_ Compliance Evaluation Inspection (C) Multimedia Screening Evaluation (M)
Reconnaissance Inspection (R) Combined Sewer Overflow Inspection (Y)
. Industrial User Inspection (1) Complia;nce Sampling Ins{)ecﬁon (S) )
Sanitary Sewer Overflow (V) . Other_Carm@Liw - e £3V1 G M 100/ (3
Name and Location of ity Inspected: Receiving Waters/POTW: Permit Expiration Date:
HoTse 46O 0\5% v, AD 14500 pAve h-
eEhhreRa P n%
Town/City: CEVMILALE. County: | M4Z
Name(s) of On-Site Representatives: ‘ Title(s): Phone: ( )
BILL MALACHAZ PuB. woes DI Fax ()
T BQorn/ . “Town Ad, Phone: ()
) Fax: ( )
Certified Operator: Number: Class: i ]
F}A I\) A O Full Time O Part Time
P) A" Renewal Effective Date: Expiration Date: ) Hours :7r Week:
[ A
Name and Address of Responsible Official: Title: Phone: (v4) S74-44L
T ” : 08V Fac ()
74od ConSTITU TN AMIeNUE Facility Design Flow:
.o, BovIoT Contacted: B Yes 0 No )
OAE. LS W) HLSOS N
Areas Evaluated During inspection
(S = Satisfactory, M =Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated, NA = Not Applicable)
Receiving Waters Appearance AJ [Facility/Site #~ | Self-Monitoring Program _J|Compliance Schedules
, } |Effluent Appearance s~/ |Operation A/ |Flow Measurement Pretreatment
N Permit NJ |Maintenance A/ |Laboratory Effluent Limits Violations
CS0/SSO (Sewer Overflow) Sludge Disposal \J |Records/Reports Other:

Preliminary Inspection/Screening Findings*
“These findings are considered preliminary and include specific matters discovered during the inspection that the designated agent of the
department believes may be a violation of law or a permit issued by the department.
Single Media Inspection:
No violations were discovered with respect to the particular items observed during the inspection. (5)
Potential violations were discovered but corrected during the inspection. (4)
Potential violations were discovered and require a submittal and/or follow-up inspection. (2)

Potential violations were observed and may be referred to our Office of Enforcement. (1)

Additional information/review is required to evaluate overall compliance.

Other .(3)
Comments Regarding Marginal and Unsatisfactory Ratings — Including Rule or Permit Citation(s): OF\J
THE TV BEMME AWARE OF A LA IN A Force M AT '&m sT. AVD 14gth Ave,
-/)/((/04 AJD MADE CORECTIOND ON THE SAME DAY. OWR-Tem - LOmPLaNCE SETTov
WA PeRERLY NOTIFIED, BuT T™ME SEWAGE ?e‘bc@ -lrs\-\-i\/vzémj «gg ;\z’r_)é' Q’?«Z‘? ;

AND TG TDOM SPILLUNE WAS 8T LOTIFIED, THIS 1oLAYIo .

AT RE - TIME OF THE IVVESTIGATION, THE REPAIRS WERE (OMRLETED AND 0 oviZe Flow
Vo OCCURRING., VT WhHS CONFACWED TWwat ~THE aMeweFow KRenewed (DA CREEK .

Distribution: White - Public File; Canary - Site Copy: Pink - Inspector; Goldenrod - Supervisor @
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Additional Comments Regarding Marginal and Unsatisfactory Ratings — Including Rule or Permit Citation(s) :

Conclusions and Recommendations:

IF A SPILL REACKES THE WATRR of T TSIATE, cALL |- BFF- 233 -T774dS.

ASPILL WhS LOCATED AVD REFRIRED MUK T 18 0oKigow/N) How LNG THE GricHforce man CLAlc
WS LEAYING,

Multi-Media Screening not conducted.
Potential problems or potential violations were discovered but corrected during the inspection.
Potential problems or potential violations were discovered and will be referred to the Office(s) of

Multi-Media Screening (please note that a multi-media screening is not a comprehensive evaluation of the compliance status of the facility):

for further investigation and response.

- Pollution Prevention

Pollution prevention is the preferred means of environmental protection in Indiana. The goal of pollution prevention is to promote changes in business and
commercial operation, especially manufacturing processes, so that less environmental wastes are generated. Your participation in Indiana’s pollution prevention
program is entirely voluntary. Would your company like to be contacted by IDEM's Office of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance?

Yes ' No

If you have any poliution prevention questions, you may contact our Office of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance at (317) 233-5627 or
toll-free (800) 988-7901 or visit their Web site at http/www.in.gov/idem/oppta .’
Summary and Correction Information

A summary of violations and concems noted during the inspection were verbally communicated to the undersigned representative during the inspection. The
facility should correct any deficiencies noted as soon as possible. Corrections made and verified during the inspection may still be cited as violations.

Wiritten inspection summary will be provided within 45 days. Written report provided at the conclusion of the inspection.
If upon subsequent review, any changes to this report are deemed
necessary, a revised report will be sent to the subject facility within
45 days.

| IDEM Representative:
Printed Name Signature Phone Number

Date Time

7/4 /Ob\ - Icr;;t: (O;O:Z

NACHROLAS . YeR (2\9)157- 0%
Owner/Agent Representative/Title:
Printed Name .

Title Phone Number

w Date
7 = Prown o lancar (08320 - 0w | 7-9-04
For IDEM Internal Use: _

‘% o\ ef or Regigral Deputy D i or: Date: For:
1 ‘ D Follow-up 0 Enforcement
m A A / (S¢ oY O NPDES Permits O Other

Oistr on: White - Public File; Canary - Site Copy: Pink - Inspector; Goldenrod - Supervisor
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NPDES FACILITY VERIFICATION OF INSPECTION
State Form 47989(R3/12-02)
INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Facility and Inspection Information
Facility Type Code: T )
O 1 =Municipality 0O 2 = Industry/Semi-Public O 3 = Agricultural [) 4 = State/Federal
UA' ’ O Major 0 Minor o :

This is to verify that on O /og/ 04 {(MM/DD/YY) an inspection of the specified facility was conducted by the undersigned
representative of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, Office of Water Quality.

TYPE OF INSPECTION:

NPDES Permit #:

‘Compliance Evaluation Inspection (C) Multimedia Screening Evaluation (M)
Reconnaissance Inspection (R) Combined Sewer Overflow Inspection (Y)
Industrial User Inspection (1) Compliance Sampling InspectLo_n (S)
Sanitary Sewer Overflow (V) __ Other ! CATN
Name and Location of Facility Inspected: Receiving Waters/POTW: Permit Expiration Date:
|TERSECKION) 6F & For A e Ave ®
Town/City: CEDARLIE  County: LMLT N L
Name(s) of On-Site Representatives: Tite(s): Phone: ( )
BILL mrhe e PUp. Los DR Fae ()
Tim Heown) FOWN AD s Phone: ( )
) Fax: )
Certified Operator: Number: Class: .
VA ‘ DA, O Full Time O Part Time
[\) A i Renewal Effective Date: Expiration Date: Hours per Week:
A ~A Wi
Name and Address of Responsible Official: Title: Phone: (244 )37 Q82
Facility Design Flow:
Contacted: O Yes 0O No acllity ;;sngn ow
Al

Areas Evaluated During Inspection
__ (S =Satisfactory, M =Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated, NA = Not Applicable)

N |Receiving Waters Appearance p |Facility/Site Self-Monitoring Program /| Compliance Schedules
Effluent Appearance 2/ |Operation _M_ Flow Measurement ¢ |Pretreatment

n |Pemit A [Maintenance N/ |Laboratory ' JEffluent Limits Violations

N |CSOrSSO (Sewer Overfiow) J |Sludge Disposal "o/ |Records/Reports Other:

Preliminary Inspection/Screening Findings*
“These findings are considered preliminary and include specific matters discovered during the inspection that the designated agent of the
department believes may be a violation of law or a permit issued by the department.
Single Media Inspection:
No violations were discovered with respect to the particular items observed during the inspection. (5)
Potential violations were discovered but corrected during the inspection. (4)
- Potential violations were discovered and require a submittal and/or follow-up inspection. (2)
Potential violations were observed and may be referred to our Office of Enforcement. (1)
x Additional information/review is required to evaluate overall compliance.
Other : -3
Comments Regarding Marginal and Unsatisfactory Ratings — Including Rule or Permit Citation(s):

/

Oistribution: White - Public File; Canary - Site Copy; Pink - inspector; Goldenrod - Supervisor
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Additional Comments Regarding Marginal and Unsatisfactory Ratings - Including Rule or Permit Citation(s) :

.

Conclusions and Recommendations:

—

Multi-Media Screening (please note that a multi-media screening is not a comprehensive evaluation of the compliance status of the facility):
Multi-Media Screening not conducted.
_____Potential problems or potential violations were discovered but corrected during the inspection.
_____Potential problems or potential violations were discovered and will be referred to the Office(s) of
for further investigation and response.
Pollution Prevention

Pollution prevention is the preferred means of environmental protection in Indiana. The goal of pollution prevention is to promote changes in business and
commercial operation, especially manufacturing processes, so that less environmental wastes are generated. Your participation in Indiana’s pollution prevention
program is entirely voluntary. Would your company like to be contacted by IDEM's Office of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance?

Yes ><' No

if you have any pollution prevention qdestions, you may contact our Office of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance at (317) 233-5627 or
toll-free (800) 988-7901 or visit their Web site at http/www.in.gov/idem/oppta .

Summary and Correction Information

A summary of violations and concems noted during the inspection were verbally communicated to the undersigned representative during the inspection. The
facility should correct any deficiencies noted as soon as possible. Corrections made‘and verified during the inspection may still be cited as violations.

Wiritten inspection summary will be provided within 45 days. Written report provided at the conclusion of the inspection.
If upon subsequent review, any changes to this report are deemed
necessary, a revised report will be sent to the subject facility within
45 days.
IDEM Representative:
Printed Name Signature Phone Number Date Time

N | oL ‘(./RENV\ “¥ _7/7 b"-/ In: |5

Oout: Y 3O
Owner/Agent Representative/Title:
Printed Name Signat Yiter LPhore . Ptromre~Nuamber ~Lofe Date

{ Cin— @757 0o

(/

'u. L. Byowon A Zomdllcden 26 ) A~ 000 [Tocon Manads 7~ F-04

For {DEM tnternal Use: .
S&thR G\i&lor Regional Deputy Director:
RO

X \

. DErfibltion: White - Public File; Canary - Site Copy; Pink - Inspector; Goldenrod - Supervisor

Date: For:
D Follow-up 0 Enforcement
0 NPDES Permits 0 Other
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(R/10-03)

IDEM

OFFICE OF WATER MANAGEMENT
Complaint Investigation Report

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

100 NORTH SENATE AVENUE
P. 0. BOX 6015
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-6015

General Information

Name of Alleged Responsible Party:

Date Reported:

Town of Cedar Lake 7/7/04
Address and Directions County:
Intersection of Reeder and 149" Street Lake
Cedar Lake
Receiving Stream:.
Cedar Creek and Lake Dale
Received by: 00 RRR;[J RLP; OORAC; O Cler.; O Insp.; X] Other | Via: X] Phone; O Letter; O Person; Ointernet; O
Specify name of Inspector, Clerical or Other: Fax; 00 Referral
CO Janowski of DNR-Michigan City Post Referred by:

Complainant Type: Oindividual; X1 Anonymous; [ Public Official

Report to Complainant?: [0 Yes [X] No

Complainant's Name: PhoneNumber ;
x NA

NA

Address: City:

NA NA

Nature of Complaint: [X] water Pollution; CINPDES Facility Failure;

O Basement Backup;

O Septic Tank Ponding; 00 Other

Description of Complaint:
Sewage is leaking into Cedar Creek. The water is dark green.

Responsible party: (7o be completed by Inspector)
Town of Cedar Lake

AddressilLocation:
7408 Constitution Avenue
Cedar Lake, IN 46303

City:
Cedar Lake

Response

1
I. First Response Date: 7/7/04 {visit)
l. Investigation Date: 7/7/04
lll. Closed Date: 7/12/04 A. No Action Needed [J 1. No Problem Observed a
2. NPDES Facility Corrected a
B. Referred to Other Agency: a
Contact: Phone Number:
C. Compliance Action 1. ISIVL Letter Date: 7/14/04 x]
2. OATS Referral Date: a
#
D. Enforcement Referrat Date: a
IV. Report Sent  Date:
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IDE M OFFICE OF WATER MANAGEMENT
Complaint Investigation Report

PAGE __OF
(Complaint: 2 OF 2)

Findings of Investigation

Name(s) of individual(s) contacted: Title(s):
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )

Nature of problem found during investigation:

Samples taken? Oyes ONo Pictures taken? " OYes ONo

Is condition a State Water Quality Violation? : O Yes ONo

Does facility discharge wastewater without a valid NPDES permit? O Yes OO No (Permit #: ’ )

Does facility need an NPDES permit? OYes ONo

Comments:

Name(s) and Signature(s) of Inspector(s): Date: OfficelTelephone:




i NICHOLAS REAM - Algal sample

Page 1}

From: CAROL NEWHOUSE
To: NICHOLAS REAM
Date: 7/9/04 3:15PM
Subject: Algal sample

Hello, Nick

Upon microscopic examination, the ditch water sample you sent down from above Lake Dalecarlia
appears to be almost entirely made up of Microcystis sp. Microcystis is a blue-green algae, that is native
to Indiana. Under the proper conditions it can occur in bloom proportions such as you described over the
phone. It can produce toxins at times which are irritating, but fortunately(?) most people won't be tempted
to come in contact with water that's filled with such scum. Hopefully, the conditions will change soon and
the bloom will pass on with little ill effect on the lake or on fish life in the ditch, etc.

FYI - the following photos are available online at a Purdue website.

Bloom on the water: http://www-cyanosite.bio.purdue.edufimages/lgimages/microcy6.jpg
Bloom up close: http://iwww-cyanosite.bio.purdue.edu/images/lgimages/microcy5.jpg
Under the microscope: http://www-cyanosite.bio.purdue.edu/images/lgimages/microcy3.jpg

Hope this identification helps you. And hope the folks in Lake County are successful in working to reduce
the number of occurences of such blooms in the future, if that is their goal. If they'd like any literature
along these lines, let me know. I'll send you what | can.

Take care,

Carol M. Newhouse, Lakes Coordinator (65-40-2)
Biological Studies Section

Office of Water Quality

Indiana Dept. of Environmental Mgmt.

P.O. Box 6015

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6015

phone: 317/308-3217
fax: 317/308-3219
cnewhous@dem.state.in.us

CC: DOREL HUNT; LEE BRIDGES; MAX MICHAEL; STEVE NEWHOUSE




